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A refined carrageenan is a form of carrageenan, extracted from red algae and purified.
Important factors affecting the commercial production of carrageenan after alkaline extraction
are the ratio of seaweed to water, temperature, and extraction time. In this study, extraction of
refined carrageenan from Kappaphycus alvarezii was conducted on pilot plan scale. Extraction
conditions were varied, affecting the final characteristics of the carrageenan product. The
optimum conditions investigated for the extraction process included the ratio of seaweed to
water, temperature, and extraction time determined using Response Surface Methodology
(RSM). Box-Behnken was used to investigate the interaction effects of three independent
variables, namely seaweed to water ratio, extraction temperature and extraction time. The
results showed that based on the RSM approach, ratio of seaweed to water, temperature and
extraction time had a significant influence on the carrageenan. Optimum extraction conditions
obtained were seaweed to water ratio of 1:25.22, extraction temperature of 85.80oC and
extraction time of 4 h. Under these optimal conditions, the yield obtained was 31.74 % and gel
strength was 1833.37 g.cm-2.
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Introduction
Carrageenan, a hydrocolloid, is an important
material which has found applications in human food
and the pet-food industry. It is used as a stabilizer,
thickener, gelling agent and emulsifier (Van de Velde
et al., 2002; Campo et al., 2009; Pereira et al., 2009,
Robledo and Freile-Pelegrín 2011). Demand for
gelling additives for food and non-food applications
is steadily increasing and alternative sources
for carrageenan production is highly in demand
(McHugh, 2003).
Carrageenan is extracted from the red algae
(Rhodophyta) which have undergone a process of
purification. The extraction process is done in two
stages, the first extraction with alkaline is utilized
commercially to change the precursor residues
that lead to increased gel strength in the final
product; this removes some of the sulphate groups
from the molecules and increases the formation of
3,6-anhydro-D-galactose (Van de Velde et al., 2002;
*Corresponding author.
Email: irwandi@iium.edu.my

McHugh, 2003; Freile-Pelegrín and Robledo, 2008).
This is then followed by extraction with water after
neutralization. Extraction with water dissolves or
withdraws the thallus polysaccharides from seaweed
in the form of a slurry, facilitates the process of
filtration and improves the yield of the carrageenan
(Montolulu et al., 2008; Distantina et al., 2009).
Important factors related to water extraction
affecting the commercial production process are the
seaweed to water ratio, temperature and extraction
times. The use of disproportionate amounts of
water in the extraction process is problematic in the
process of polysaccharide withdrawal and quality
of the resulting product (Rees, 1969; Basmal et al.,
2005). Similarly, the temperature and time process of
all fractions of carrageenan extracted from seaweed
using water affects the speed and the power of
dissolution.
Various reports describe the processing and
functional properties of carrageenan extraction,
including Tuvikene et al., (2006). The results
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demonstrate that alkaline treatments gave higher
extraction yields compared to aqueous treatment.
Hayashi et al., (2007), studied the effects of
different protocols of mariculture on the yield and
quality of carrageenan produced by K.alvarezii
cultivated in Brazil. Refilda et al., (2009), studied
some parameters influencingextraction process of
carrageenan from red algae (Eucheuma cottonii);
Montolulu et al., (2008), found that extraction with
water at a temperature of 50-70°C makes it possible
to produce a high yield of carrageenan with high
molecular weight. However, these studies are limited
to laboratory scale. Additionally, the quantity and
quality of the resulting carrageenan are different,
limiting their direct application.
There are many different methods used to
extract carrageenans from seaweed and processing
conditions are usually considered trade secrets by the
manufacturers as these affect the final carrageenan
properties. Therefore research and development
of carrageenan are subsequently directed more
towards trials at the pilot plant scale. Production of
carrageenan on a pilot plant scale is necessary before
being applied on the industrial scale. The geometric
difference between process conditions of laboratory
scale and industrial scale production allows for the
differences in resulting carrageenan. Hence, the
important factors affecting the carrageenan production
process are seaweed to water ratio, temperature and
time of extraction. These are the process conditions
that need to be controlled, in order to obtain optimum
conditions for carrageenan production at the pilot
plant scale.
Optimization of the extraction condition of
carrageenan is done using Response Surface
Methodology (RSM) with the Box-Behnken design.
RSM is a collection of statistical and mathematical
methods that are useful for modeling and analyzing
engineering problems (Montgomery, 2001; Bas and
Boyaci 2007; Raissi and Farsani 2009). The main
idea of this method is to determine the effect of
independent variables on the response, to get a model
of the relationship between independent variables
and the response and to get process conditions that
produce the best response (Giovanni 1983).
Data is quite limited on the properties of pilot
plant scale-extracted carrageenan using water after
alkaline extraction. Hence the present study aims
to use RSM with Box-Behnken design as a tool for
optimizing the extraction conditions on pilot plant
scale to obtain maximum yield and gel strength.
This research can be used as a reference for the
development industry in the form of Small Medium
Business.

Materials and methods
Sample preparation
Dried K. alvarezii seaweed was harvested in
Bali, Indonesia. In the laboratory, all of the seaweeds
were washed with tap water to remove salt, sand and
attached epiphytes. The process was repeated twice.
The ‘clean seaweed’ sample was processed further.
Design of carrageenan extraction on pilot plant scale
Extraction tank (1000 L) used on pilot plant
scale was made of a stainless steel vessel and
cylindrical double jacket with a water heater between
the cylinder. The vessel was designed as 1000 L in
volume (diameter = 2000 mm, height = 1000 mm),
an agitator located in the center of the vessel was
driven by an electromotor. A temperature sensor was
placed inside the vessel to control the temperature.
The extraction tank was heated by a burner (diesel
oil) placed outside of the extraction tank.
Carrageenan extraction
The ‘clean seaweed’ samples (20 kg) were
extracted in 6% hot potassium hydroxide solution
for 2 h at 85ºC. After the alkaline extraction, the
algae were neutralized by washing with running
tap water until they had a pH of about 8-9 (Hoffman
et al., 1995). The material was then transferred to
an extraction tank set with extraction conditions at
different seaweed to water ratio, temperature and time
(Table 1). The resultant paste was filtered in a rotary
vacuum filter, using diatomaceous earth (celite) as a
filter aid. During filtration, the filtrate was pumped
into the precipitation tank and simultaneously a
solution of 1% KCl was added to precipitate the
carrageenan. The carrageenan was separated on a
filter press and pressed in a hydraulic press to remove
as much water as possible. Finally, the carrageenan
fibers were recovered and dried at 50oC for 18 h,
weighed and milled into a fine powder to pass an
80 mesh. A flow chart of the carrageenan extraction
process is shown in Figure 1.
Determination of carrageenan yield
The carrageenan yield (%) was determined
according to the formula:
Yield (%)= Wc/Wm.100
where Wc is the extracted carrageenan weight (g) and
Wm is the dry seaweed weight (g) used for extraction.
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Determination of gel strength of carrageenan
Gel strength of carrageenan was determined
using a Texture Analyzer (TAXT Plus, Stable Micro
Systems Ltd., Surrey, England). Carrageenan solution
was prepared by dissolving 3 g of carrageenan
powder and 0.6 g KCl to 197 ml of distilled water
with continuous magnetic stirring at 80oC for 15 min.
For the gel strength analysis, this solution was placed
in plastic tubes (40 mm diameter, 50 mm height,
flat bottom) which were kept under refrigeration at
10oC for 16 hours before analysis. All analyses were
carried out in duplicates.
Experimental design and statistical analysis
Before optimization of the process using RSM,
the first set of tests were performed to select relevant
independent variables including seaweed to water
ratio (A), temperature (B), and time (C) as shown in
Table 1. The range of seaweed to water ratio 1:201:35 (w:v), temperature (85-95oC), and time (2-4 h)
were obtained based on the results of preliminary
experiments. The model proposed for the response Y
is given below:
Y=x0+x1A+x2B+x3C+x4A2+x5B2+x6C2+x7AB+x8A
C+x9BC
Where x0 was the offset term, x1, x2 and x3 were
related to the linear effect terms, x4, x5 and x6 were
connected to the quadratic effects and x7, x8 and x9
were associated with the interaction effects.
The production of carrageenan includes several
important processes, such as extraction with water
(hot-water extraction) after the alkaline extraction.
The ratio of seaweed to water (w:v, A), temperature
(ºC, B) and time (h, C) were independent variables
studied to optimize yield and gel strength of K.
alvarezii extracts. The extraction yield (%) and gel
strength (g.cm-2) are the most important properties for
carrageenan production. These two responses were
selected together as the dependent variables for the
combination of independent variables. Experimental
runs were randomized to minimize the effects of
unexpected variability in the observed responses.
A Box-Behnken design consisting seventeen
experimental runs was employed including five
replicates at the center point (Montgomery, 2001).
Seventeen extraction condition combinations were
generated using Design Expert software version 7.0®
(DX 7.0®) as shown in Table 1.
The carrageenan processing included important
processes, extraction with water (hot-water
extraction) after the alkaline extraction. The ratio
of seaweed to water (w:v, A), temperature (oC, B)
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and time (h, C) were independent variables studied
to optimize yield and gel strength of K. alvarezii
extracts. The extraction yield (%) and gel strength
(g.cm-2) are the most important characteristic
for carrageenan production. These two responses
were selected together as the dependent variables
for the combination of the independent variables.
Experimental runs were randomized to minimize
the effects of unexpected variability in the observed
responses. A Box-Behnken design consisting
seventeen experimental runs was employed including
five replicates at the center point (Montgomery
2001). Seventeen extraction condition combinations
were generated by the software program of DesignExpert version 7.0® (DX 7.0®) as shown in Table 1.
Verification of model
The adequacy of the polynomial model
was expressed by the multiple coefficients of
determination, R2. The significance of each
coefficient was determined by using the F values
and P values. Optimization of extraction conditions
including the ratio of seaweed to water, temperature,
and extraction duration for maximizing yield and
gel strength were calculated by using the predictive
equation from RSM. The optimum condition was
verified by conducting experiments under these
conditions. The response was monitored and the
results were compared against model predictions.
Results and discussion
The experimental results are also shown in Table
1. The result indicated that yield of carrageenan was
in the range of 25.38-30.88% and the gel strength
values were 1136.1-2062.6 gr.cm-2. The yield value
obtained were within ranges reported by Paula and
Pereira (2003) for K. alvarezii brown strain from
Sao Paulo, Brazil (25–35%); Al-Alawi et al. (2006)
for Hypnea bryoide in Oman (30.05-33.16%);
Tuvikene et al. (2006) for Furcellaria lumbricalis
and Coccotylus truncatus (27-31%); Webber et
al. (2012) for K. alvarezii (31.17%). Meanwhile,
the gel strength obtained in the present study was
considerably higher than that reported by Tuvikene et
al. (2006) (350 g.cm-2); (Hayashi et al. 2007) (168.86
g.cm-2) and Basmal et al. (2009) (1279 g.cm-2).
The ANOVA of the quadratic regression model
indicated the model to be significant. There was only a
0.05% chance that a “Model F-Value” this large could
occur due to noise. Model P value (Prob>F) was very
low (<0.0005). The lack of fit is an indication of the
failure of a model representing the experimental data
at which points were not included in the regression.
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Table 1. Results of experiment

Variations in the models cannot be accounted for
random error (Montgomery 2001). If there is a
significant lack of fit indicated by a low probability
value, the response predictor is discarded. The lacks
of fits in the model were not significant (P>0.05),
meaning that these models were sufficiently accurate
for predicting the relevant responses (Koocheki et
al., 2009).
The coefficient of determination R2 is the
proportion of variation in the response attributed
to the model rather than to random error and is
suggested for a well fitted model (Sita Kumari
et al., 2008; Koocheki et al., 2009). The value
of determination coefficient R2 = 0.8362 (yield)
and 0.8370 (gel strength) implied that the sample
variations of 83.62% for the yield and 83.70% for the
gel strength of carrageenan were attributable to the
independent variables, namely the ratio of seaweed
to water, extraction temperature and extraction time.
Thus, analysis of variance showed that the predicted
second order models were statistically suitable.
Effect of extraction conditions on yield of carrageenan
The parity plot analysis showed a satisfactory
correlation between the experimental and predicted
values of carrageenan yield. Points clustered around
the diagonal line indicated a good fit of the model,
since the deviation between the experimental and
predicted values was minimal (Sita Kumari et
al., 2008). Results also show the combinations of
components that affect yield values. The blue color
indicates the lowest yield, whereas the red color
indicates the highest yield. A line consisting of the

Figure 1. Extraction process of carrageenan on pilot plant
scale

points on the contour plot is a combination of three
components at different levels that generates a
response value of the same yield. Response surface
for the effect of extraction temperature and time on
the yield of carrageenan is presented in Figure 2.
The analysis of the results showed that the
extraction temperature was the only highly
significant factor affecting the yield of carrageenan.
Carrageenan yield showed strong positive correlation
with extraction temperatures. It was found that
with increasing extraction temperature, the yield
increased. It has been reported that increase in
polysaccharide yield is due to the strong effect of
extraction time–temperature on the mass transfer
rate of the water-soluble polysaccharides in the cell
wall (Wu et al., 2007). Further increase of extraction
temperature leads to decrease in the yield of
carrageenan. The higher extraction temperatures may
have resulted in degradation of the polysaccharide
(Webber et al., 2012). The low yield of carrageenan
products has been reported to be a result of heating
at higher temperatures. This gave the solution a
high concentration and made it difficult to separate
between filtrate and residue (Refilda et al., 2009).
Effect of extraction conditions on gel strength of
carrageenan
The parity plot analysis also showed a
satisfactory correlation between the experimental
and predicted values of carrageenan yield wherein
the points clustered around the diagonal line
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Table 2. Comparison of predicted and actual response
value for optimum process conditions with BoxBehnken design

Figure 2. 3D graphic surface optimization of carrageenan
yield versus extraction temperature and extraction time

to about 20 times of their dry matter volume when
exposed to water (Jiménez-Escrig and SánchezMuniz 2000).

Figure 3. 3D graphic surface optimization of carrageenan
gel strength versus ratio of seaweed to water and extraction
time

indicated the good fit the model, since the deviation
between the experimental and predicted values was
minimal (Kumari et al., 2008). Results show the
combination of components that affect gel strength
values. The blue color indicates lowest gel strength,
whereas the red color indicates highest gel strength.
The line consisting of the points on the contour plot
is a combination of three components at different
proportions that generates same gel strength.
Response surface for the effect of the ratio of seaweed
to water and time on gel strength of carrageenan is
presented in Figure 3.
The effect of the ratio of seaweed to water and
extraction time indicated increased gel strength up
to certain values. However, a further increase in the
ratio of seaweed to water and extraction time showed
a decrease in gel strength. This was suspected due
to higher extraction temperature causing carrageenan
degradation, thereby producing carrageenan
fragments and lowering gelling ability. Similar
results have been reported for Gracilaria cliftonii and
other samples (Cho et al., 2005; Kumar and Fotedar,
2009). The greater the volume of water, the better
the swelling of seaweed, thus allowing the agar to
be extracted easily. Dried marine algae can swell

Optimization of extraction conditions under pilot
plant scale
The optimization of multiple responses was
developed using desirability functions with the
responses to be maximized (Wangtueai and
Noomhorm, 2008). The final result of the optimization
phase in the form of improved extraction conditions
is determined based on predetermined targets. The
DX 7.0® program builds solutions for a different
desired value. The higher the desirability value
(approaching 1), the closer the the optimal conditions
for carrageenan extraction.
For the optimization process, the recommended
extraction conditions are seaweed to water ratio of
1:25:22, the temperature of 85.80oC and extraction
time of 4 h. Under the optimal conditions obtained,
the yield of carrageenan was 30.00% and gel strength
was 1887.92 g.cm-2.
Verification of model
In the verification stage, the actual response
values obtained were compared against predicted
values. Table 2 shows the suitability of the model
equation for predicting optimum response values
tested using the selected optimal conditions. Results
of the verified solutions were not exactly the same,
but all the values were within the range of 95% low
prediction interval and 95% high prediction interval.
Thus the empirical models developed were reasonably
accurate. The 95% prediction interval is the range in
which we can expect any individual value to fall into
95% of the time (Noordin et al., 2004).
Conclusion
Extraction with water after alkaline extraction
is a treatment that affects the carrageenan quality.
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Different extraction conditions affect the yield and
gel strength of carrageenan. Response Surface
Methodology (RSM) can effectively be used to
determine the optimum extraction conditions for
carrageenan production from K. alvarezii on a pilot
plant scale. Extraction with water after alkaline
extraction was optimized to maximize yield and gel
strength content. Second-order polynomial models
were obtained for predicting extraction yield and
gel strength. Using the contour plots, the optimum
set of operating variables are graphically shown in
order to obtain the desired properties of carrageenan
suitable for further development and applied for
the construction industry in the form of Small and
Medium Businesses. Optimum extraction conditions
for maximizing extraction yield and gel strength were:
the ratio of seaweed to water (1:25.22), temperature
(85.80°C) and extraction time (4 h). Under these
conditions, the carrageenan product obtained had a
yield of 31.74 % and gel strength of 1833.37 g.cm-2.
Acknowledgement
We are grateful to the Great Hall of Research of
Product Processing and Biotechnology of Marine
and Fisheries, Jakarta, Indonesia for the support and
facilities during the research.
References
Al-Alawi, A.A., Al-Marhubi, I.M., Al-Belushi, M.S.M.
and Soussi, B. 2011. Characterization of Carrageenan
Extracted from Hypnea bryoides in Oman. Marine
Biotechnology 13:893–899
Basmal, J., Suryaningrum, D. and Yeni, Y. 2005 Pengaruh
konsentrasi larutan potasium hidroksida terhadap
karagenan kertas. Jurnal Penelitian Perikanan
Indonesia 11(8):1-9
Basmal, J., Sedayu, B.B. and Utomo, B.S.B. 2009.
Effect of KCl concentration on the precipitation of
carrageenan from E. cottonii extract. Journal Squalen
Bulletin of Marine and Fisheries Postharvest and
Biotechnology 4:73-80
Bas, D. and Boyaci, I.H. 2007. Modelling and Optimization
I: usability of response surface methodology. Journal
of Food Engineering 78:836-845
Campo, V.L., Kawano, D.F., Da Silva Jr., D.B. and
Carvadho, I. 2009 Carrageenans: Biological properties,
chemical modifications and structural analysis-A
review. Carbohydrate Polymers 77:167-180
Cho, S.M., Gu, Y.S., and Kim, S.B. 2005. Extracting
optimization and physical properties of yellowfin
tuna (Thunnus albacares) skin gelatin compared to
mammalian gelatins. Food Hydrocolloids 19:221–229
Distantina, S., Fadilah, Danarto, Y.C., Wiratni. and
Fahrurozzi, M. 2009 Pengaruh kondisi proses pada
pengolahan Eucheuma cottonii terhadap rendemen

dan sifat gel karagenan. Equilibrium 8(1):35-40
Freile-Pelegrín, Y. and Robledo, D. 2008. Carrageenan of
Eucheuma isiforme (Solieriaceae, Rhodophyta) from
Nicaragua. Journal of Applied Phycology 20:537–541
Giovanni, M. 1983. Response surface methodology and
product optimization. Food Technology 37(11): 41-45
Hayashi, L., Oliveira, E.C., Lhonneur, G.B., Boulenguer,
P., Pereira, R.T.L., Von Seckendorff, R., Shimoda,
V.T., Leflamand, A., Vallee, P. and Crtchley, A.T. 2007.
The effects of selected cultivation conditions on the
carrageenan characteristics of Kappaphycus alvarezii
(Rhodophyta, Solieriaceae) in Ubatuba Bay, Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Journal of Applied Phycology 19:505–
511. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10811-007-9163.
Hoffmann, R.A., Gidley, M.J., Cooke, D. and Frith, W.J.
1995. Effect of isolation procedures on the molecular
composition and physical properties of Eucheuma
cottonii carrageenan. Food Hydrocolloid 9(4):281289
Jimenez-Escrig, A.B. and Sanchez-Muniz, F.J. 2000.
Dietary fiber from edible seaweeds: chemical structure,
physiochemical properties and effects on cholesterol
metabolism. Nutrition Research 20:585-598
Koocheki, A., Taherian, A.R., Razavi, S.M.A. and
Bostan, A. 2009. Response surface methodology
for optimization of extraction yield, viscosity, hue
and emulsion stability of mucilage extracted from
Lepidium perfoliatum seeds. Food Hydrocolloids
23:2369–2379
Kumar, V. and Fotedar, R. 2009. Agar extraction process
for Gracilaria cliftonii (Withell, Millar, and Kraft,
1994). Carbohydrate Polymers 78:813–819
Sita Kumari, K., Babu, I.S. and Rao, G.H. 2008. Process
optimization for citric acid production from raw
glycerol using response surface methodology. Indian
Journal of Biotechnology: 496-501
McHugh, D.J. 2003. A guide to the seaweed industry. FAO
Fisheries Technical Paper. Rome: FAO.
Montgomery, D.C. 2001. Design and analysis of
experiments. 5th ed., p. 455-492. New York, USA:
John Wiley and Sons.
Montolulu, R.I., Tasyiro, Y., Matsukawa, S. and Ogawa. H.
2008. Effects extraction parameters on gel properties
of carrageenan from K. alvarezii (Rhodophyta).
Journal of Applied Phycology 20:521-526
Noordin, M.Y., Venkatesh, V.C., Sharif, S., Elting, S. and
Abdullah, A. 2004. Application of response surface
methodology in describing the performance of coated
carbide tools when turning AISI 1045 steel. Journal of
Materials Processing Technology 145:46–58
Paula, E.J., Pereira, R.T.L. and Ohno, M. 2002. Growth
rate of the carrageenophyte Kappaphycus alvarezii
(Rhodophyta, Gigartinales) introduced in subtropical
waters of Sa o Paulo State, Brazil. Phycological
Research 50:1-9
Paula, E.J. and Pereira, R.T.L. 2003. Factors affecting
growth rates of Kappaphycus alvarezii (Doty) Doty
ex P. Silva (Rhodophyta, Solieraceae) in subtropical
waters of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Proceedings of the
International Seaweed Symposium 17: 381– 388

Sitti Nurmiah/IFRJ 24(Suppl): S522-S528

Pereira, L., Critchley, A.T., Amado, A.M. and RibeiroClaro, P.J.A. 2009. A comparative analysis of
phycocolloids produced by underutilized versus
industrially utilized carrageenophytes (Gigartinales,
Rhodophyta). Journal of Applied Phycology 21:599–
605
Rees, D.A. 1969. Structure Conformation, and Mechanism
in the Formation of Polysaccharide Gels and
Network. Advances in Carbohydrate Chemistry and
Biochemistry 24: 267-331.
Refilda., Munaf, E., Zein, R., Dharma, A., Indrawati.,
Lim, L.W. and Takeuchi, T. 2009. Optimation study
of carrageenan extraction from red algae (Eucheuma
cottonii) Jurnal Riset Kimia 2(2):120-126
Raissi, S. and Farzani, R.E. 2009. Statistical process
optimization
through
multi-response
surface
methodology.
World Academy of Science,
Engineering and Technology 267-271
Robledo, D. and Pelegrín, Y.F. 2011.
Prospects
for the cultivation of economically important
carrageenophytes in Southeast Mexico. Journal
of Applied Phycology 23:415–419. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s10811-010-9585-8
Tuvikene, R., Truus, K., Vaher, M., Kailas, T., Martin, G.
and Kersen, P. 2006. Extraction and quantification of
hybrid carrageenans from the biomass of the red algae
Fucarrageenanellaria lumbricalis and Coccotylus
truncatus. Proceedings of the Estonian Academy of
Sciences, Chemistry 55(1):40–53
Van de Velde, F., Knutsen, S.H., Usov AI., Romella, H.S.
and Cerezo, A.S. 2002. 1H and 13C high resolution
NMR spectoscopy of carrageenans: Aplication in
reseacarrageenanh and industry. Trend in Food
Science and Technology 13:73-92
Webber, V., De Carvalho, S.M., Ogliari, P.J., Hayashi,
L. and Barreto, P.L.M. 2012 Optimization of the
extraction of carrageenan from Kappaphycus alvarezii
using response surface methodology. Ciencia e
Tecnologia de Alimentos 32(4): 812-818. https://doi.
org/10.1590/S0101-20612012005000111.
Wu, Y., Cui, S.W., Tang, J. and Gu, X. 2007. Optimization
of extraction process of crude polysaccharides from
boat-fruited sterculia seeds by response surface
methodology. Food Chemistry 105:1599–1605
Wangtueai, S. and Noomhorm, A. 2009. Processing
optimization and characterization of gelatin from
lizardfish (Saurida spp.) scales. LWT-Food Science
and Technology 42:825–834

528

